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Congratulations to 

Westglow Resort & 

Spa for their win as 

Business of the 

Year for 2010.  The 

Business of the 

Year excels in ar-

eas of community involvement, business 

promotion, and teamwork.  The Business 

of the Year will reflect the best of Blowing 

Rock, demonstrating high ethical stan-

dards and community spirit.  The award is 

well deserved as 2010 was a year of ac-

complishments for Westglow.  Awarded 

the prestigious Relais & Chateaux ranking, 

an international top ranking for resorts, 

Westglow brings Blowing Rock before a 

prestigious international audience. Relais 

& Chateaux designates only 500 proper-

ties around the world with a commitment 

to selecting only outstanding properties 

with a truly unique character, ambience, food and service. Westglow was one 

of five United States properties to earn this exclusive distinction.   Westglow 

is always supportive of our local events, as both a sponsor and advertiser.  

Westglowõs restaurant, Rowlandõs, Executive Chef Jason Jarrell was in the 

finals of Fire on the Rock.  Westglow previously won the Commercial Renova-

tion Award in 2006 for their out-

standing renovation of the home 

that once belonged to Elliot Dain-

gerfield.  Learn more about West-

glow at: 

www.westglowresortandspa.com.   

Westglow Resort and Spa  

The 2010 Business of the Year 

General Manager Steve Price accepts 

the Business of the Year Award on 

behalf of Westglow Resort and Spa.   

 

Photo from Westglow 

Unless otherwise noted, all photos in this issue by Jeff Eason of The Blowing Rocket. 

http://www.westglowresortandspa.com/


2010 President  

Nancy Santay of Cabin Fever served 
as president of the Chamber Board 
of Directors for the year 2010.  
Nancyõs time in office marked a time 
of growth for the Blowing Rock 
Chamber.  Not only did the Chamber 
hire an Events Director, but it pro-
duced an new event, Blue Ridge 
Heritage Days.  The Chamber ñ 
through the Economic Development 
Committee  ñ also lead the effort to 
redevelop auctions in downtown 
Blowing Rock.  Nancy had previously 
served as chair of the Business Sup-
port Committee, and she and the 
Business Support Committee helped 
to develop the Hometown Holidays 
shopping event.  Nancy continued 
her commitment to the Chamber in 
the face of transitions, including the 
sale of Cabin Fever at the end of the 
year.  Nancyõs positive disposition 
will be missed on Main Street, but 
her leadership and commitment to 

the Chamber will always be felt. 

Melissa Pickett of the Blowing Rock Inn  

Volunteer of the Year  
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Events Director Billie Rogers presented 

the 2010 Volunteer of the Year Award 

to Melissa Pickett of the Blowing Rock 

Inn. With heartfelt appreciation, Billie 

said of Melissa, òIf you stopped by the 

Chamber and Visitor Center in the few 

days before any of our four major 

events in 2010, you were just as likely 

to find our Volunteer of the Year as you 

were any of the staff.  If she wasnõt 

working to get things ready at the of-

fice, she was on Main Street working 

with businesses and other volunteers 

to make sure things were rolling.  Dur-

ing the Blue Ridge Wine and Food Festi-

val, and Symphony, she worked tire-

lessly to assist not only the planning 

process, but with guests to help make 

events special.  She could be found at 

every Art in the Park, helping staff and 

artists at break down.  Even more appreciated, she took on the role as Chair 

of Blue Ridge Heritage Days, steering a successful and popular event that 

celebrated the 75th Anniversary of the Blue Ridge Parkway and the history 

and heritage of our town.  The simple fact is that without the 2010 volunteer 

of the year, we just couldnõt have done it.ó 

Green Business of the Year  

Canyons 
For the first time, the Blowing Rock Chamber of Commerce 

honored the outstanding Green Business.  The Green Busi-

ness Award celebrates excellence in the green approach 

for businesses or products.  This award is given to the or-

ganization which strives toward the highest 

standards for recycling, use of locally produced 

product, sustainable business practices, and 

reducing their carbon foot print.  Our first win-

ner is Canyons.  One of the first businesses in 

Watauga County to be certified on the Green 

Business Plan, Canyons has become known for 

more than just great views.   Not only does 

owner Bart Conway and the gang at Canyons 

make sure you are served in compostable cups 

and to go containers, but they were ahead of 

the curve on the switch to fluorescent lighting 

and more energy efficient kitchen equipment.  

Canyons also installed a unique heating sys-

tem which repurposes the restaurantõs fryer oil 

to heat the water and air.  Find out more about 

Canyons at:  http://www.canyonsbr.com 
Owner Bart Conway of Canyons 

accepts the Green Business 

Award.    

Nancy Santay  

http://www.canyonsbr.com/
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The Award for Service to Community is given to the organiza-

tion which makes positive contributions to the Blowing Rock 

Community through volunteerism, 

philanthropy, or community service.  

Nominees have made a measurable 

impact toward the improvement of 

issues of importance to the Blowing 

Rock Community.  Blowing Rock 

Methodist Church.  This small church 

on Main Street is only open four months per year, and 

gives all money collected over operating expenses to 

local charities following the mission of its charter.   In 

November, 2010, the BRMC distributed approximately 

$50,000 to local benevolent organizations.  In the 

past four years, the church has distributed over 

$205,000 to an average of 17 agencies in Watauga 

County.   

Award for Service to the Community  

The Commercial Renovation or 

New Construction Award is given 

in recognition of the outstanding 

new building or to the outstanding 

renovation of a business space completed in 2010.  

Our winner for 2010 is The Holiday Inn Express of 

Blowing Rock.  Hard work resulted in a completely 

updated hotel.  No guest room or common area was 

left behind and the Holiday Inn Express transformed 

a dated building into a point of pride for the village.  

Boasting a chic òclassic contemporaryó look, the 

lobby, swimming pool, & common areas were up-

dated.  The dated entry way to the hotel now sports 

an elegant new portico, welcoming guests to Blow-

ing Rock with pride.  See more photos and find in-

formation about the Holiday Inn Express of Blowing 

Rock at: http://www.holidayinnexpressblowingrocknc.com/ 

Award for Best Commercial Renovation  

Cultural Enrichment  

The winner for the 2010 Award for 

Cultural Enrichment was Ensemble 

Stage.   The award is given to the 

organization that has made a signifi-

cant cultural contribution to our com-

munity for the year.  This includes 

installa-

tion, devel-

opment or 

production 

of visual or 

performing 

arts; a literary or written contribution; 

or for the development or preserva-

tion of an artifact, place, event, cui-

sine, garden, or way of life of histori-

cal or social importance to Blowing 

Rock.  Led by Gary Smith and Lisa 

Lamont, Ensemble Stage proved to 

be a force for performing arts in 

Blowing Rock.   In addition to a chil-

drenõs theatre camp, volunteer time 

at Blowing Rock School and with the 

Chamber, Ensemble Stage produced 

a total of 10 events with a total of 20 

performances in 2010 and enter-

tained over1600 patrons.  Perform-

ances varied from Game Shows at 

Winterfest and to a murder mystery 

at Crippenõs during the Wine Festival, 

staged plays such as Godõs Man In 

Texas, the Queen of Bingo and a 

Christmas-time musical variety show, 

Christmas in Blowing Rock 2.  Find 

out whatõs coming up next at: 

www.ensemblestage.com.   

Ensemble Stage  

Gary Smith of Ensemble Stage 

accepts the Award for Cultural 

Enrichment. 

Blowing Rock Methodist Church  

Holiday Inn Express of Blowing Rock  

Bill Collins accepts on 

behalf of the BRMC. 

Ben McKethan, General Man-

ager for the Holiday Inn Ex-

press, accepts the Award for 

Commercial Renovation. 

Two New Awards for 2011  

For 2011, two new awards will be introduced.  First, named in honor of Blow-

ing Rockõs best advocate, The Jerry Burns Blowing Rock Ambassador Award 

will honor the individual who best represents the spirit of Blowing Rock.  This 

award will be sponsored by Wachovia Wells Fargo.  The second 

new award is the Customer Service Star Award, sponsored by 

BREMCO, will be presented to the employee who demonstrates 

outstanding customer service.  The Customer Service Star will 

begin in April with monthly winners.  Each winner will be eligible 

to be named the 2011 Customer Service Star.  Call the Cham-

ber for more details. 

http://www.holidayinnexpressblowingrocknc.com
http://www.ensemblestage.com/
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2 0 1 1  O f f i c e r s   

MARGARET HOLDER 
President 

Chetola Resort 
 

JOHN ALDRIDGE 
Vice President 

Individual Representative 
 

NANCY SANTAY 
Past President 

Cabin Fever 
 

LINDA GILLELAND 
Secretary 

Greystone Insurance 
 

DEBORAH MCDOWELL 
 Treasurer 

Mountainaire Inn & Log Cabins 

Members  o f  the  Board  

TIM MILLER 

Blowing Rock Frameworks & Gallery 

BETSY COLLINS 

Individual Representative 

DON HUBBLE 

Individual Representative  

 J. B. LAWRENCE 

United Community Bank  

CATHY ROBBINS 

Tweetsie Railroad 

DOUG PEGRAM 

Village Real Estate 

CINDY MILNER 

Bistro Roca 

DICK GOOSMAN 

Meadowbrook Inn 

CHRISTOPHER BRANTLEY 

Christopherõs Wine & Cheese 

JULIE ROBERTSON 

The Last Straw 

GENIE STARNES 

Individual Representative 

CATHY WILLIAMSON 

Kilwinõs Chocolates & Ice Cream 

STEVEN PRICE 

Westglow  

MELISSA PICKETT 

Blowing Rock Inn  

CHELSEA GARRETT 

diSanti, Watson, Capua &Wilson  

 Keep Up With The Latest Issues: 

US Chamber of Commerce  

NC Chamber of Commerce 

United States Senate 

United States House of Representatives 

North Carolina Senate 

North Carolina House of Representatives 
 

Contact Your Elected Officials: 

U.S. Rep. Virginia Foxx  

202-225-2071 - Web Email 

State Sen. Dan Soucek  

919-733-5742 ð Dan.Soucek@ncleg.net 

State Rep. Jonathan Jordan 

919-733-7727 - Jonathan.Jordan@ncleg.net  

Contact the Chamber: 

7738 VALLEY BLVD. Å PO BOX 406 Å BLOWING ROCK, NC 28605 

PHONE:  828-295-7851 FAX: 828-295-4643 

membership@blowingrock.com 

Chamber Staff: 

Charles Hardin 
Executive Director 

hardince@blowingrock.com 

Stephanie Keener 
Membership Services &  

Art in the Park Coordinator 

Stephanie@blowingrock.com 

Billie Rogers 
Events Director 

billie@blowingrock.com 

Marcia Vaughan 
Travel Counselor 

marcia@visitblowingrock.com 
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Photo Spot! 

Our Host, Steve Frank of High 

Country Radio.   

Blake Pace entertained the crowd.   

Rita Davis of Wachovia Wells 

Fargo, Janice Burns and Ginny 

Stevens representing the Blowing 

Rock Historical Society.   

Bill and Cathy Williamson of Kilwinõs  
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